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Ex-FHSU professor files lawsuit 
against university, Brungarat 


About 
Michael 
Kearns 


Michael Kearns is a retired 
United States Air Force officer. 

As an academic, he has a 
broad range of experiences ac- 
cording to academic resume. 
He has taught a Special Sur- 
vival Training Program for the 
United States Air Force, Geo- 
graphic Information Systems 
for George Mason University, 
Geography and Business/Lead- 
ership classes at Vincennes Uni- 
versity (where he co-founded a 
leadership minor program), as 
well as other leadership, ge- 
ography, business and political 
science classes at a myriad of 
locations. 

While at Fort Hays State, 
beyond his classroom duties, 
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Editor 

Michael Kearns, a former professor of leadership 
studies at Fort Hays State University, has 
filed a lawsuit against both the university 
and Dr. Curt Brungardt, Voss Distinguished 
Professor of Leadership Studies and direc- 
tor of the Center for Civic Leadership. 

The lawsuit, filed in the district court of 
Ellis County this September, alleges that 
around September 12, 2005, Kearns was 
subjected to an “outrageous, malicious, 
willful and intentional emotional tirade” 
in which Brungardt “bitterly criticized and publicly 
ridiculed (Kearns)” and “inflicted severe and de- 
bilitating mental injuries” that left Kearns 
“physically disabled and damaged and un- 
able to work.” 

The lawsuit states that Kearns, a retired 
U.S. Air Force officer, was vulnerable to 
these mental injuries due to a long-stand- 
ing military service-related medical condi- 
tion. 

However, Brungardt’s version on the 
situation paints a different story. 

“We had an argument in a meeting,” Brungardt 
said. “He was talking about changing our curricu- 
lum and I said absolutely not —I said, after only be- 
ing here a month or two, wait til you’ve been here 


Madrigal 


a year or two... After the argument... we continued 
to work together and there were no issues. Disagree- 
ments in business meetings occur all the time. I saw 
nothing from him that illustrated him be- 
ing disturbed. He wasn’t emotionally dis- 
traught at all until he got a letter denying 
him support of tenure.” 

According to Brungardt, Kearns was de- 
nied tenure support at Fort Hays State by a 
2-1 vote in early or mid November 2005, 
with Brungardt, the chair of the leadership 
tenure committee, one of the people voting 
against Kearns. 

“After that occurred, I never saw him again,” Brun- 
gardt said. “He quit attending class, he quit coming 
to the office ... I never saw him again.” 

Kearns’ lawsuit alleges that Brungardt 
and other faculty at Fort Hays State in- 
tentionally used their prior knowledge of 
Kearns’ military service-related cardiovas- 
cular condition against him from that al- 
leged September incident in 2005 through 
mid-December 2005. 

According to the lawsuit, Kearns broke 
out in hives after the alleged September 
2005 incident, as well as suffered “substantial emo- 
tional distress and mental anguish due to the event, 
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About 
Curt 
Brungardt 


Dr. Curt Brungardt has been 
at Fort Hays State University as 
a faculty member since 1986, 
when he came on as an assis- 
tant director of admissions. He 
has been a part of the Leader- 
ship Studies Department since 
it was created in 1993, serving 
as chairman of the committee 
that developed the program in 
1992. 

Brungardt served from 1998- 
2004 as the Associate Editor of 
the Rocky Mountain Press, a 
division of the Rocky Mountain 
Institute for Leadership Ad- 
vancement (RMILA), a limited 
liability corporation in which 
he was part owner and where 
he editorially reviewed as well 
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Foolish laws litter legal codes 


Our legal system is basically silly, and 
often disgusting. The most irritating is the 
total lack of common sense and the ability 
to deny physical reality. 

Say a person is convicted 
of kidnapping and murder, 
and is sentenced to 20 
years for each offense. 
Common sense and 
physical reality would 
say that the individual 
would serve 40 years in 
prison, doesn’t it? 

But our legal system 
has no common sense 
or physical reality. A 
Judge can order the per- 
son to serve both terms 
“concurrently”. There 
is no way on earth a person can serve 40 
years in 20 years. 

Perhaps all law schools should have a 
required course in physics. (By the way, 

I know what lawyers will say about the 
silly practice so don’t bother explaining it 
to me.) 

While that sort of thing is plain silly, 
sometimes irritating and occasionally 
disgusting there are instances in which the 
legal system is mind numbingly stupid. 

Take a case recently in the court system. 
A man brutally beat and tortured an eleven 
year old girl, to the point her brain is 
virtually destroyed and she lives only on 
life support. She has no legal guardian, 
and is currently under the guardianship of 
the state. 

Since the tortured child lived with this 
monster for four years, he has applied to 
our court system to be the legal guardian/ 
parent of the child. 

Why, you ask? Well as her legal 
guardian he would be the one to 
say whether or not she should be 
taken off life support and allowed 
to die. 

If this should happen, he will be 
charged with murder. Is anyone 
on earth stupid enough to wonder 
why he wants to be the child’s 
legal guardian? No one is that stu- 
pid, but our legal system is stupid enough 
to give it consideration. 

Allow me to display even more emo- 
tionalism for a moment. I favor using 
Singapore’s punishment. Not for crimes 
but for gross stupidity. Caning should be 
employed on the monster, on any lawyer 
who would accept such a case and on any 
judge or other member of our legal system 


who would support such a thing. 
Clearly they all lack common sense and 
perhaps beating it into them is the only 
thing left. 
I have made a study of legal 
absurdities for decades and 
sometimes I don’t know 
whether to cry or engage 
in hysterical laughter. 
One of the first legal 
idiocies I encountered 
occurred decades ago. A 
mother and father were 
killed in a car wreck, 
leaving a 14 year old 
boy and his married 
22 year old sister. 
The loving sister 
and her husband agreed 
to take in the boy. The parents had left 
a small legacy to each child and the boy 
received $14,000. A judge (its unknown if 
this judge was a drooling lunatic) decided 
the boy needed legal representation so the 
sister could not take advantage of the boy. 
So the judge appointed an attorney, (it is 
not known if this attorney was related to 
the judge) 

The lawyer did a fine job of protecting 
the boys $ 14,000 from the evil sister. He 
must have done a fine job as his legal fee 
was; you guessed it, $ 14,000. The boy 
took it pretty well, though. He decided to 
be a lawyer when he grew up. 

One silly event occurred at the company 
where I was employed. An imbecile de- 
cided that our paint would work better if it 
was heated on the stove. 

This was a highly flammable solvent 
based paint. When the inevitable hap- 
pened, the resulting fire severely burned a 

very private portion of his anatomy. 

Not only did he sue us for his own 
stupidity, but his wife also sued us 
because he was no longer able to 
provide her with certain husbandly 
duties. (To the best of my recol- 
lection, we did not get sued by any 
local prostitutes for loss of income 
from the twit, although that would 
not have surprised me.) 

There is a regulation requiring bridge 
construction workers to wear life preserv- 
ers which was once enforced even though 
the river was diverted and there was noth- 
ing but dry land below. 

One agency required large vehicles to 
have loud backup horns, while another 
agency required the workers to wear hear- 
ing protectors because the backup horns 
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were too loud. 

If you want to learn more, type “Stupid 
Laws” in any computer search engine. 
You will be amazed. Of course many 
stupid laws are very old and just haven’t 
been removed from the books yet. 

Kansans should be aware: 

It is illegal to put ice cream on cherry 
pie or to hunt whales. Whales in Kansas? 
Visiting Wichita? Please note: In Wichita, 
at the intersection of Douglas and Broad- 
way, all motorists are required to stop at 
the intersection, exit their vehicles, and 
fire three shotgun rounds, before continu- 
ing on their way. I avoid that intersection 
because I don’t have a shotgun. 

Of course some laws even I agree are 
good. For example, in Champaign III., It 
is illegal to pee in your neighbor’s mouth. 
In Chicago, it is illegal to fish while sitting 
on a Giraffes neck, while in Kenilworth a 
rooster must step back three hundred feet 
from any residence if he wishes to crow. 

I wonder how much the rooster would be 
fined for violating that law? 

If you are allergic to bee stings you 
might want to consider moving to Kirk- 
land Ill., where Bees are not allowed to fly 
over the village or through any of Kirk- 
land’s streets. In Zion, Illinois it is illegal 
for anyone to give lighted cigars to dogs, 
cats, or any other domesticated animals. 

In Florida, if an elephant is left tied to 
a parking meter, the parking fee has to be 
paid just as it would for a vehicle. Why 
the following law was necessary escapes 
me, but in Florida, having sexual relations 
with a porcupine is illegal. (Not to men- 
tion quite painful I should think.). 

If you visit Florida you might want to 
lay in a supply of Beano, as you may not 
fart in a public place after 6 p.m. It is con- 
sidered an offense to shower naked. 

In California, no vehicle without a 
driver may exceed 60 miles per hour. 
(Keep an eye on your car as it could be 
thrown in jail.) 

Warning to dogs in Belvedere California 
—a city council order reads: “No dog shall 
be in a public place without its master on 
a leash. 

All hat and no cattle? 

In Blythe, Cal., you are not permitted 
to wear cowboy boots unless you already 
own at least two cows. 

Terrorists beware, you could be in deep 
doo doo in Chico, Cal., Detonating a nu- 
clear device within the city limits results 
in a $500 fine. (Presumably this applies 
only if there is a city left.) In Glendale, 


one may not take his dog on an elevator 
with him. (Okay, Rex, I’Il meet you on the 
10" floor.) 

In Hollywood, it is illegal to drive more 
than two thousand sheep down Hollywood 
Boulevard at one time. (Lets see; one, 
two, three oh crap that one just had a lamb 
and that puts me one over the limit.) 

In LA, it is illegal to cry on the witness 
stand and toads may not be licked. 

There are over 20,000 gun control laws 
on the books in this country but accord- 
ing to a report last month by the F.B.L., 
not one of those 20,000 laws has ever 
prevented a crime. 

Gee do you suppose it could be because 
criminals don’t, well you know, don’t 
obey the law? 

A Colorado law which just came to light 
last month was used by a former Mayor 
and retired judge, and his wife who was 
head of the local Democratic Party to 
legally steal land. 

It seems there is a law there which states 
that if you use land and really, really like 
it, you can force the owner of the land to 
give some of it to you. You don’t even 
have to pay for it and the owner didn’t 
even know they were using, (trespass- 
ing) on his land. Oh, and the Judge who 
awarded the land was a pal of the former 
Judge who legally stole the land. 

Back in the early days of airplane 
hijacking, the FAA passed a law that no 
general aviation aircraft could use their 
airport terminals. 

They apparently forgot that some gen- 
eral aviation flight originated in foreign 
countries and the customs law required 
them to go through customs which were 
located in the FAA terminals. 

A group of executives flew into such an 
airport from England and were refused 
admittance. They weren’t even allowed to 
use the restroom facilities. 

It is said they left certain “organic 
deposits” on the walkway carpet, and then 
flew home to Detroit. At least they didn’t 
have to go through customs. Oh, and the 
FAA changed that idiot rule within 24 
hours. 

I could go on for hours writing about 
the total silliness found in our “justice” 
system but you get the idea. You can prob- 
ably add many of your own. 

Oh, for you hunters and fisherman; you 
should be aware that in Alaska it is illegal 
to push a live moose out of an airplane 
and you can’t lasso a catfish in Tennessee. 
I thought you would want to know. 


“In Alaska it is illegal to push a 
live moose out of an airplane” 
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A culture of excess: the big-gulp syndrome 


The other day, I saw a couple 
walk out of the convenience 
store, each of them lugging 
around an apparently valuable 
object of tremendous size and 
weight. 

As the two slowly plodded 
towards their vehicle, I saw one 
of them lift the gargantuan object 
to her lips and take a big gulp. 

And at that point I realized that 
the enormous objects were noth- 
ing more than a giant “big gulp” 
mugs filled with soda. 

Yes, in America bigger is 
always better (not trying to make 
a dirty joke there, but it kind of 


Grinch. Scrooge. 


came off that way). 
Now with bigger 
portions... A better 
value... Get your 
money’s worth. 
The message 
is out. Ameri- 
cans love giant 
portions ... of 
everything. Giant 
sodas, triple-melt 
hamburgers, gi- 
ant SUVs... 
You name it, 
and Americans 
will like it better if you increase 
its size by at least a factor of 
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Just the things to keep make a 
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three. The word is out, 
loud and clear. 
> You could call 
_ it the “big-gulp 
syndrome.” 
Bigger is better. 
_ More for the 
money. 
f And on some 
level, it makes 

a lot of sense. 

I mean, if they 
offer it, why 
not geta 

Biggie-sized 
fries rather than the medium. It’s 
only 50 cents more. 
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the first lost job. That Christmas, 


And who wants to drive a 
teensy vehicle when you can get 
the ultra-cool and very big Hum- 
mer H2. If you do get in a car 
accident, the bigger car always 
wins, right? 

But with a closer look, some- 
times those great mega-sized 
deals aren’t really so super. 

Look at the fat content on that 
triple whopper and you might 
suddenly think that the junior 
size may be the way to go. Or 
look at the gas mileage on the 
SUV and that fuel-efficient little 
hybrid car starts looking a lot 
more appealing. 


While some would say this 
culture of excess is a detriment to 
our society, though, I think it is 
what makes us great. 

People from other countries 
around the world may look at 
our big-gulps and laugh about 
the amount of pee-breaks and 
dental appointments we’ll need 
if we drink that whole thing, but 
secretly, they are just jealous. 

They just wish they had the 
gall to buy a giant gas-guzzling 
vehicle, while eating a triple- 
cheeseburger with a biggie fry, 
and sipping on a big-gulp. 

It’s the American Way! 


Trying not to be a grinch on Christmas 


These literary names are 
thrown around with a growl in 
December. Who could possibly 
be against Christmas? 

I might have asked myself the 
same not too many years ago. 
Now, as a self-professed Grinch, 
I know how and why some 
people hate Christmas. 

Everything was great as a kid. 
I couldn’t have told you then that 
my family did not have a lot of 
money. 

Even when the times were 
down, we always had gifts for 
one another and a nice meal. 
Grandma was still alive then, as 
was a great aunt who might as 
well have been a grandmother. 

My uncle brought his kids 
down, and we always wrestled 
or played football and ate sugar 
cookies. 
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real Grinch cringe. 

As we well know, time changes 
everything, and why should 
Christmas be any different? 

My grandma died in 
1998. My great aunt 
was still around, and 
we still went there, 
but by then Christ- 
mas had lost much 
of its magic. 

The cousins rare- 
ly came to town 
anymore. Gifts, 
even that early in 
life, had become a 
little less excit- 
ing. The best part 
about Christmas 
the break from school. 

In college, Christmas regained 
some of its greatness. I spent so 
much time away from family that 
it was nice shopping for every- 
one, and knowing we would all 
be together for a while. 

Furthermore, girls were still on 
my mind in college. If you’ve 
ever shopped for that special 
someone, you know how the 
feeling can carry the season. 

After college, things quickly 
began to die off. First there was 


became 


I could not afford to buy anyone 
anything, and that put a cloud 
over the holidays. The girls I 
liked so much ended up engaged, 
or already married, or 
. a thousand miles 
N away. 
Buying for 
the family lost 
all meaning 
because they 
already seemed 
to have every- 
thing. And my 


Mi eCo rson great aunt had 


died. Christ- 
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about spend- 
ing money. 

Now, Christmas is really no 
better. I have a little more money, 
but don’t enjoy shopping. I 
don’t enjoy the commercialism 
and consumerism. All the cheap 
products or collectibles that will 
break, or get thrown in a closet, 
or collect dust. 

As a homeowner, I know fully 
well how silly some of those 
products in the fliers are. 

On top of that, my sister is 
married, and she takes her kids 
out of town with her husband. 


The last shot at redemption, and 
they are 60 miles away. 

So, how does one get back in 
the spirit? Only time will tell. It 
only takes one Christmas to get 
back in the swing of things. 

One great gift, or one great girl, 
possibly even one great cookie. 


In the end, though, I am at least 
thankful that I have the ability to 
buy and receive gifts, and I know 
Pll enjoy a warm meal with my 
family. 

I suppose that’s what Christmas 
is all about. Even the Grinch 
would have to agree. 


Church response to Golden 
Compass a little ridiculous 


Alright, I admit, I can’t help myself. This 
one has been coming for a long time, and I 


aforementioned love to play the part of 
Chicken Little when it comes to issues of 


to be open to it). A few other examples that 
come to mind are Tinky-Winky and Harry 


simply can’t avoid going off on it anymore. 
Ironically, I’m probably going to love every 
minute of doing it at the same time. 

Most of you probably know about the soon- 
to-released movie called “The Golden Com- 
pass”, based off of Phillip Pullman’s book 
by the same title, and it should go without 
saying that you probably also know about the 
over-hyped backlash that it’s creating. 

If not, please, allow me to indulge you. 

On a basic, introductory note, Pullman’s 
“The Golden Compass” is the first of a tril- 
ogy of books, set between a fantasy world 
and a real one. 

The first of the three volumes comes out on 
the silver screen soon, and it has the right- 
wing conservative Christians frothing at the 
mouth about its purported subject matter. 

Without coming out and actually promoting 
it, conservatives have accused the book of 
promoting atheism and being outright anti- 
Catholic; the Catholic League came outright 
and labeled it, “Atheism for Kids.” 

While the response is laughable, it does 
reiterate that some organizations like the 


anything that doesn’t agree with their infal- 
lible doctrines. 

Pullman says it best, albeit short, in an 
interview on the Today show: “Well, I always 
mistrust people who tell us how we should 
understand something. I know better than 
[you] do what the book means, or what this 
means...I don’t think that’s democratic; I 
prefer to trust the reader...the democracy of 
reading.” 

In a related interview on MSNBC, Pull- 
man, taking questions from readers, defended 
his stories as being anti-tyranny, rather than 
anti-Catholic. 

Unfortunately, I don’t think the conserva- 
tive religious factions will be able to under- 
stand these concepts, given that they’ve man- 
aged to misinterpret a slew of other concepts 
over the last two millennia (you know, free 
speech, free thought, individualism, human 
sexuality etc.). 

But I guess what I can assume is that it’s 
just the typical response of individuals like 
these to something they fear because they 
don’t understand it (or just don’t know how 


Potter. 

While the religious right claims they’re a 
detriment to society, I haven’t seen massive 
hordes of young kids coming out and re- 
nouncing their religions in favor of becoming 
a witch or a warlock (didn’t we already go 
through this with the Inquisition and Salem 
Witch Trials?). 

Let’s face the truth here guys: it’s a movie, 
not a brainwashing program intended to 
incite massive orgies in the streets and bring 
down the Catholic church. 

It’s a fantasy story, just like Lord of the 
Rings, Harry Potter and Mary Poppins. 
There’s no reason to freak out over a fantasy 
story, even if it is popular. 

Regardless of what the church wants, 
people do like to venture outside of their 
beliefs from time to time, and despite this 
movie doing that for them, it still professes 
the nature of good winning over evil, and the 
evils of tyranny, oppression, and close-mind- 
edness. 

So who wants to go see a movie? I haven’t 
been to one in years... 
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Hag Sameah! (Happy Holiday) 


Santa Claus is once again waving to us 
in his plastic and inflatable varieties from 
yards and rooftops, accompanied by rows 
of multi-colored lights. 

Evergreen trees are beginning to be 
adorned with tinsel and ornaments. It’s De- 
cember, the time of year to be jolly, deck 
the halls, and do some fa la la la la-ing, in 
anticipation of Christmas. 

During this festive time of year, it is im- 
portant not only to celebrate our respective 
traditions and beliefs, but also to be aware 
of others. 

Before December 25" rolls around, the 
eight day festival of Hanukkah will begin 
at sundown on December 4". 

To learn more about Hanukkah and Juda- 
ism, I spoke with Dr. Patricia Levy, pro- 
fessor of Social Work at Fort Hays State 
University. 

The Jewish have a 2,000 year history as 
a people, dating back to the Old Testament. 
Besides sharing a common religion of Ju- 
daism, Jews also have a unique ethnic heri- 
tage and culture. 

Jewish people populate almost every 
country around the world. Today, much 
of the Jewish population can be found in 
Israel. 

In addition, ancient synagogue ruins exist 
in China and India, illustrating Jews’ long 
history. About two percent of the United 
States population identify themselves as 
Jewish, and in Kansas, the largest popula- 
tions of Jewish people are in Kansas City 
and Wichita, with smaller populations rep- 
resented in Lawrence, Topeka and Manhat- 
tan. 

Many Jews came from the eastern U.S. 
as peddlers, settling in Kansas. Several of 
them arrived before the implementation 
of the Homestead Act of 1862. In Garden 


City, Jewish headstones may be found dat- 
ing back to around this time. The rich Jew- 
ish history in Kansas also includes their 
assistance to Black slaves in the Under- 
ground Railroad. 

There is documentation of Abraham 
Lincoln’s visit to one such Jewish 
home. Jews were fundamental 
in building Kansas into a free 
state. 

Unfortunately, Jews’ histo- 
ry in the U.S. also consists 
of the discrimination they 
faced. During the 1920’s 
and 30’s it was presumed 
that there was a Jewish 
conspiracy to take over 
banks and_ businesses, 
causing prejudices and 
stereotypes to emerge. 

In the early 20" century 
many Jewish students who wished to study 
medicine and law were denied admission 
into universities. 

During the time of McCarthyism and the 
Red Scare in the 1950’s, the widely-be- 
lieved stereotype was that Jews were Com- 
munists, resulting in further discrimination. 
Dr. Levy states that “what (people) believe 
in stereotypes is mostly out of ignorance, 
not out of intention.” 

She says that since the civil rights move- 
ment, stereotypes about Jews have less- 
ened. She says multicultural learning is an 
important factor in educating “against the 
dangers of ignorance.” 

Dr. Levy also mentions that attempts by 
people to convert others to another reli- 
gious belief, unless they ask to be convert- 
ed, are often perceived as offensive. 

Although the abundance of Christmas- 
related representation such as music, com- 
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mercials, and symbols during the holiday 
season is not necessarily meant to convert 
anyone to Christianity, the under represen- 
tation of other beliefs around this holiday 
season and otherwise is perhaps cause for 
undue assimilation and non-identifica- 
tion by those of other faiths, as 
Dr. Levy mentions when she 
speaks of religious conver- 
sion efforts. 

Jewish holidays, 
which are observed ac- 
cording to a lunar cal- 
endar, are largely in cel- 
ebration of freedom and 

social justice, as well 
as to honor strong 
Jewish values and 
beliefs in culture. 

In ancient times, 

Greece controlled Jeru- 


roneme 


salem. 

Alexander the Great and his army con- 
quered what is now Palestine and tried to 
force the Jews of Jerusalem to kneel down 
to them, a practice which is forbidden in 
Jewish culture. 

In response to the Jew’s refusal to kneel 
down to them, the army destroyed part of 
a synagogue, including the Everlasting 
Light. The Everlasting Light, which in 
these times was kept burning by olive oil, 
is a hallmark in Jewish synagogues and is 
kept lit at all times. 

There was only enough olive oil to keep 
the Everlasting Light burning for one more 
day. The nearest access to more olive oil 
was a four day journey both ways. 

More oil was sought after, but upon re- 
turn to the synagogue, the light was still 
burning after eight days. 

Thus, Hanukkah is an eight day celebra- 


tion. The Maccabees, a Jewish family, 
initiated attack on the Greek soldiers, ulti- 
mately leading to the Jews achieving their 
freedom. 

Dr. Levy said Hanukkah is one of the 
most fun Jewish holidays for families and 
children. During the Hanukkah holiday, 
Jewish families spend time together as well 
as celebrate their rich history. 

The Hanukkah Menorah is a candelabra 
with nine candles, a large one in the mid- 
dle, and eight smaller ones on each side. 
The middle candle is used to light one can- 
dle on each of the eight days of Hanukkah. 
One gift is given each night as well. 

The Dreidel Game, played with a four 
sided top, is also part of the Hanukkah cel- 
ebration. Each side of the dreidel has a He- 
brew letter which stands for a word. 

When these words are put together, they 
make a phrase which translates to “‘a mira- 
cle happened here”, referring to the miracle 
of the olive oil burning for eight days in the 
Jewish synagogue. 

Food eaten during Hanukkah includes 
potato latkes, similar to potato cakes, gelt 
chocolates, and donuts covered in pow- 
dered sugar and filled with strawberry 
jam. 

Dr. Levy mentions that Hanukkah cel- 
ebrations differ among Jewish cultures 
across the world, and that country customs 
have merged in many aspects. 

A Jewish Rabbi will be visiting Hays on 
Friday, December 14" in observance of 
Hanukkah. 

Depending on response numbers, the 
Rabbi will either perform a Hanukkah ser- 
vice or lead a study group. 

Individuals of Jewish heritage are en- 
couraged to contact Dr. Levy at (785) 628- 


4839 or plevy@fhsu.edu. 
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1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m-3 p.m. 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


785-621-BAKE 


augustinesbakery.com 


Daily Luuch Specials 


GREAT TASTE & SPEEDY SERVICE 


Coffee 
Iced Cappuccino 
Breakfast Pastries 


The fastest growing forum in Hays... 


Join the discussion! 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com; www.TheOnlineEdge.net 


Make Your Voice Heard! 


rewarding activity, while building 


Join a fun, exciting and 


your resume and portfolio. 
No experience necessary. 
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Photo by Brandon Wort 
Bill Smriga, right, 


(Seneschal of the Manor) 


with Brenda Meder 


FHSU students place 
first in TECA competition 


A technology team from Fort 
Hays State University took first 
in the manufacturing competition 
at the 69th four-state Technology 
Education Collegiate Association 
Conference. 

The competition was Nov. 14- 
16 in Pittsburg. 

Other FHSU teams brought 
home a second place in problem 
solving, a second in transpor- 
tation and a third in the TECA 
challenge. Rebecca Applebee, 
Topeka junior, won an individual 
second-place award in technical 
presentation. 

The FHSU chapter will travel 
to Salt Lake City, Utah, to partici- 
pate in the national competition 
in the spring. 

Teaming up for the manufactur- 
ing competition were Mark Bogn- 
er, Odin junior; Brandyn Kilgore, 
Ellinwood junior; Mike Kilgore, 
Salina junior; Brent Kerr, Ness 
City senior; and Justin Ice, Hays 
senior. 

“The primary focus of the man- 
ufacturing competition is the pro- 
cess,” said Kim Stewart, associate 
professor of technology studies. 
“The premise of this whole com- 
petition is that we have to design 
the jigs for the product run, de- 
sign the plant layout and design 
the operations. All of our draw- 
ings and jigs, all of our operations 
charts and plant layout have to 
match our actual layout as part of 
the grading process.” 

Teams from Kansas, Missouri, 
Arkansas and Wisconsin compet- 
ed in six areas: communication, 
problem solving, manufacturing, 
transportation, teaching lesson, 
and technology challenge. 

“The Fort Hays TECA has 
competed in the TECA regional 
and national events for over 20 
years,” said Stewart. “During that 
time they have represented FHSU 
very well by bringing home many 
regional and national champion- 
ships. This year’s group did a 
great job as in years past.” 

The problem solving team, 
which took second, was Apple- 
bee; Adam McElwain, Dodge 


City senior; Joe Hornung, Cimar- 
ron senior; and Nathan Wendel, 
Ingalls sophomore. The transpor- 
tation team, which also took a sec- 
ond-place award, was McElwain, 
Wendel, Ryan Gress, Seneca 
freshman, and Hornung. Bogner, 
Brandyn Kilgore, Mike Kilgore 
and McElwain placed third in the 
TECA challenge. 


“| have not seen a film with this much mo- 
mentum since The Passion of the Christ. 
The Passion showed us how Christ died for 
us, Bella shows us how to live for others.” 
-Steve McEveety, producer of Braveheart 
and the Passion of the Christ 
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TORONTO FILM FESTIVAL 
People Choice Award 


ONE MOMENT CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE FOREVER 


Starts Friday, December 7th 
Mall Cinema, Hays, KS 
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Mike’s observations 
from the sports world 


Hays Girls Basketball — 

It could be an up and down year. The Lady Indians 
won their first game by 37, then lost their second 
game by 35. 

That’s quite a turnaround, even given the unpre- 
dictable nature of the field at the Hays City Shoot- 
out. Regardless, Sarah Gist and Raena Sander both 
put in big numbers for Hays High. If they keep it up, 
not many teams can handle the star power of two 
players. 


Hays Boys Basketball — 

A three-point win to open the sea- 
son with De Soto? 

Things were not looking so hot 
early on. Then the Indians rebound- \ 
ed and earned themselves a shot at 
the tourney title where they lost to N 
a strong Manhattan team by just five . 
points. 

Had it not been for a huge free 


Mike-Go 


to be. I say the close games confirm New England’s 
greatness. They should have been beat the last two 
weeks, but found a way to win both games. Isn’t that 
the mark of a great team? 


Bowl Championship Series — 

I’ve heard it called the BS series before, and this 
year is no different—especially for Kansas fans. 
Kansas went into the final week ranked No. 5 in the 

BCS poll. 
The top two teams lost, and I think we 
all expected KU to move up to No. 3. 

Right? But they dropped to No. 8. 

LSU jumped from No. 7 to join Ohio 

State in the national title as the first 

team with two losses to ever play in 

the BCS title game. 

Oh well, at least the Hawks made 
it to the Orange Bowl. Even the fan 
in me hopes they do not fall on flat 
on their face. 


oon 


throw shooting advantage—some- ~Featul res Editor 


thing visitors at Hays High are not 

accustomed to—the Indians might just have won 
it all. Hays is always well coached, and Jason Ball 
may have what it takes to make Hays a factor in con- 
ference and state play this year. 


New England Patriots — 

Best team ever? Even the diehards may be in 
doubt after the last two weeks in the NFL. First, the 
Philadelphia Eagles gave them a scare two weeks 
ago. Monday, the Ravens had all but upset the Pats 
before Brady—maybe with the help of an official-- 
came through in the final seconds for the go-ahead 
touchdown. 

The Ravens were again literally feet away from 
the upset on the last play of the game, but it was not 


Domes — 

I’ve come to think that all bowl games should be 
played indoors. 

First, the color on my television is always much 
brighter when the game are indoors. Helmets stay 
shiny and pants stay white on turf. 

More importantly, why should teams in the north 
and northeast have an advantage over teams from 
warmer climates? 

Cold weather changes the ball and the human 
body. For kids not used to playing in those condi- 
tions, the changes are dramatic. 

The dome is the best way to eliminate weather as 
a variable. 

Only when you can do that, are you able to tell 
which is really the better team. 


BASED ON A TRUE STORY 


HOMES 


A Family Tradition for 4 Generations 


www.beckerhomes.com 


5507 West 10th St. 


1-800-215-1877 


JECKE 


Great Bend, 
KS 67530 


The Edge, Page 6 


Continued from Page 1 

including anxiety, post-traumatic stress, 
sleeplessness, depression and other mental 
and emotional problems.” 

While Brungardt doesn’t deny that Ke- 
arns suffered some type of medical prob- 
lem, he says that the medical issues did not 
occur after the argument at the previously- 
mentioned meeting, but rather after Kearns 
received the letter denying him a tenure 
track position. 

“That’s the problem with his lie is that 
he’s partly correct,” Brungardt said. “He 
did have I think those (medical problems), 
but it occurred after he got the letter, not in 


News 
Brungarat refutes allegations 


an argument him and I had. And there are 
many cases where we worked together day 
in and day out afterwards.” 

The lawsuit seeks damages in excess of 
$75,000 for “mental, emotional and physi- 
cal damages, injuries, pain, suffering and 
mental anguish, disability, lost income, 
(and) medical/psychiatric expenses...” 

Kearns is a military veteran and was 
injured in the line of duty in 1990. After 
rehabilitation, however, Kearns passed a 
physical in 1997 and returned to flying and 
skydiving. 

Kearns taught at Fort Hays during the 
fall 2005 semester before submitting his 


resignation at the end of that semester. 
Kearns’ lawsuit states that he is still suf- 
fering medical problems from the alleged 
September 2005 incident. 

Brungardt expressed the opinion that 
Kearns’ lawsuit is an attempt to get back 
at him for voting to deny his tenure track 
position. 

“Tam the senior faculty in the department 
for tenure so I chaired that committee ... so 
who’s he going to blame,” Brungardt said. 
“Ever since that (tenure track rejection) 
letter went out, he’s come out with more 
things that aren’t even close to being the 
truth... He’s been mad at me and at Fort 
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Hays State. 

“This is the price I pay for doing leader- 
ship, for strongly believing he was not the 
right person for our department and for our 
university. And I was one of two people 
who voted against him. If I had to do it 
over again, I’d do the exact same thing.” 

Caleb Boone, attorney for Kearns, de- 
clined comment on this story except to re- 
lease the following statement: “The Plain- 
tiff, Michael Kearns, believes in good faith 
in the merits of his claim. Mr. Kearns has 
filed his claim to recover just and fair 
compensation for injuries which he has 
suffered. He intends to pursue it to a suc- 
cessful conclusion.” 


About Curt Brungardt 
continued 


Continued from Page 1 
as published several leadership 
books. (Note: the Rocky Moun- 
tain Press mentioned here is a 
completely different entity than 
the same-named Rocky Mountain 
Press that is publishing some of 
Michael Kearns’ books.) 

In July 2000, Fort Hays State’s 
Department of Leadership Stud- 
ies was recognized by the Asso- 
ciation of Leadership Educators 
as the best leadership program 
in the country, being named the 
Outstanding Leadership Program, 
according to a 2000 FHSU press 
release. 

“That means this was the top 
program in the country,” Brun- 
gardt said in the press release. 


In 2001, Brungardt and Fort 
Hays State Provost Larry Gould 
made a proposal to the Kansas 
Board of Regents to create a bach- 
elors of arts/sciences program in 
Organizational Leadership, which 
was later approved. 

Brungardt served as the chair 
of the department of Leader- 
ship Studies from 1993 until he 
stepped down in 2005 after be- 
ing honored with the Voss Distin- 
guished Professorship. 

The Voss Distinguished Pro- 
fessorship was created in 2004 
with a $300,000 gift from Omer 
G. Voss, a Phillips County native 
who earned a degree in political 
science from FHSU in 1937, ac- 
cording to a press release. 


Under the Faculty of Distinction 
Program that was created in 2001, 
the Kansas Board of Regents will 
match the annual earnings of the 
$300,000 Voss gift. Brungardt 
took on the new position in Au- 
gust 2005. 

As the Voss Distinguished Pro- 
fessor, he is required to teach two 
classes a semester and also serve 
as the director of the Center for 
Civic Leadership. 

Brungardt got a Ph.D. in cur- 
riculum, instruction and policy 
Studies from Kansas State Uni- 
versity in 1997. He got his mas- 
ter’s in political science from Fort 
Hays State in 1984. He received 
his bachelor’s of arts from Fort 
Hays State in 1981. 


YOUR COLOR COPY HFAROUARTFRS 
515 west 27th @ west Dillons 


Color Copies 
Large Format Printing 


Same Day T-Shirts 
Posters - Banners 
Brochures - Fliers 
Photo Retouching 
Scan & Archive 


Saturday 10-12 


About 
Michael Kearns 
(continued) 


Continued from Page 1 
Kearns also helped organize a 
Veteran’s Day Ceremony when 
there traditionally had not been a 
ceremony at Fort Hays State. 

Kearns has published several 
books, most recently a book 
called The Joy of Leadership, 
published in 2007 by the Rocky 
Mountain Press. (Note: the Rocky 
Mountain Press mentioned here is 
a completely different entity than 
the same-named Rocky Moun- 
tain Press that formerly published 
some of Curt Brungardt’s books.) 

According to his academic re- 
sume, Kearns has given lectures 
on leadership, philosophy, geog- 
raphy, intelligence, and current so- 
cial issues to grade schools, high 
schools, and community groups 
in the areas of Washington, D.C., 
Northern Virginia, Australia, and 
San Diego.. 

Kearns is a master parachut- 
ist and jumpmaster and has over 
1,250 freefall jumps to his credit 
over a dozen countries. He was the 
sole survivor from a group of four 


skydivers during one such jump 
over the South Pole in 1998. 

Kearns is a member of the Dis- 
abled American Veterans, Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars, United 
States Marine Corps Force Recon 
Association, UDT Seal Associa- 
tion (Naval Special Warfare), and 
the Special Operations Associa- 
tion. 

Kearns is on track to get his 
Ph.D. in leadership next year 
from Andrews University (Ber- 
rien Springs, Mich.). He received 
a Certificate in Multimedia from 
Georgia Tech University in 1996. 
He got his master’s in organiza- 
tional leadership from Gonzaga 
University in 1991. He got his 
bachelor’s of science in geog- 
raphy and a minor in history in 
1982. He got an associate’s de- 
gree from the Community Col- 
lege of the Air Force in 1981. 

More information about Kearns, 
including a news report about his 
South Pole skydive, can be found 
online at www.michael-s-kearns. 
com. 
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Photo by Brandon 
Listed clockwise from the left 
cerik, Raven Charters, Gary 
Ben Galloway and Nathan Frye 
ambient music as a brass quin 
the 2007 Madrigal Feast 


hort on Christmas Cash? 


Sell back your 
textbooks 


oem. it’s textbook buyback time... 


University Bookstore 


Located on the main level of Memorial Union 


News 


scientists to try and explain 
magic of Christmas season 


The Student National Science Teachers’ Association and the Fort Hays State University Science Math 
Center will put on the fifth annual Science of Christmas Show at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Sternberg 
Museum of Natural History. 

The show this year features the reading of “The Polar Express” and answering the usual holiday questions 
about reindeer flying and Santa Claus making it around the world in just one night. 

Through interactive science demonstrations, NSTA members will give an explanation of some holiday 
phenomena, including the new topic of “elf vision.” 

Dr. Paul Adams, Anschutz Professor of Education, wouldn’t explain in further detail but said, “People will 
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walk away with ‘elf vision’ when they leave the show.” 
The event is free and open to the public. For more information call (785) 628-4538. 


Pipeline company gives $10,000 
gift to FHSU biology researchers 


Representatives from Rockies Express Pipeline, 
LLC, visited Hays Wednesday to commend a pro- 
fessor and students in the Department of Biological 
Sciences for research the Fort Hays State University 
team conducted as part of a pipeline project. 

To show their appreciation, representatives of the 
pipeline company made a $10,000 donation to the 
Biological Sciences Department during a reception 
and news conference in Albertson Hall. 

The gift stems from consultations involving eco- 
logical assessments conducted by Dr. Bill Stark, 
associate professor of biology, and FHSU students, 
related to the construction of the western portion of 
the Rockies Express Pipeline, a 1,679-mile natural 
gas pipeline extending from Rio Blanco County, 
Colo., to Monroe County, Ohio. 

“FHSU welcomes the opportunity to partner with 
businesses and outside agencies, using the expertise 
of our faculty to contribute to the well being of the 
community,” FHSU President Ed Hammond said. 
“Also, such partnerships provide valuable real- 
world learning experiences for our students.” 

Stark has studied the Topeka Shiner episodically 
for 20 years. 


“Working on pipeline mitigation was an ideal 
learning opportunity for more than a dozen of my 
biology students who have assisted me since I began 
consultation on the Rockies Express Pipeline project 
in the summer of 2006,” Stark said. 

Stark said he and his students might continue to 
monitor the streams and habitat for the next three 
years to help document recovery efforts along the 
construction right of way. 

“This gift is an affirmation of our department’s 
success in merging new technology with traditional 
strengths in conservation biology and ecology to in- 
teract effectively with the private sector in ways that 
add value to the student learning experience,” Stark 
said. 

The Rockies Express Pipeline System is a sig- 
nificant investment in the U.S. energy infrastructure 
and will help meet the nation’s need for energy and 
growing demand for safe, clean-burning natural 
gas. 

Rockies Express Pipeline, LLC, is a joint develop- 
ment of Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, L.P.; Sem- 
pra Pipelines & Storage, a unit of Sempra Energy; 
and ConocoPhillips. 


A gift from Mary Kay shows 
you’re always thinking about 
that someone special. 

Call me today for great ideas 
that warm the heart. And spark 
the spirit! 
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Independent Beauty Consultant 
www.marykay.com/jcopp1 

(785) 259-0699 
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